
DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             MAY  27, 2026    5:00 P M 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on May 27, 2026 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. Also present was John Dubose, Attorney, Tim Harper, County Administrator, Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward<bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org Christy Overstreet <coverstreet@dilloncountysc.org> Calvin Pompey <preventionspecialist@dilloncountysc.org>,Jody Barr <Jody.Barr@qcnews.com>
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Dennis Townsend called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman Kenny Cook Jr. made a motion to approve the agenda. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 22, 2026, APRIL 27, 2026 AND MAY 22, 2026           A motion was made  by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Minutes for April 22, 2026, April 27, 2026 and May 22, 2026. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
PUBLIC HEARING
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to open the Public Hearing. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
ORDINANCE NO. 26-02 – THIRD READING                                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FEE IN LIEU OF AD VALOREM TAX AND SPECIAL SOURCE REVENUE CREDIT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY OR COMPANIES KNOWN TO THE COUNTY AT THIS TIME AS PROJECT JUDY WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY, WHEREBY SUCH PROPERTY WILL BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, INCLUDING THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL SOURCE REVENUE CREDITS; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO. 
No one signed up to speak at the Public Hearing.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to close the Public Hearing. She was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.
ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE NO. 26-02 – THIRD READING                                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FEE IN LIEU OF AD VALOREM TAX AND SPECIAL SOURCE REVENUE CREDIT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY OR COMPANIES KNOWN TO THE COUNTY AT THIS TIME AS PROJECT JUDY WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY, WHEREBY SUCH PROPERTY WILL BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, INCLUDING THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL SOURCE REVENUE CREDITS; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO. 
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 26-02. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
[bookmark: _Hlk166760763]ORDINANCE NO. 26-04 - SECOND READING                                                                                                                                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR COUNTY PURPOSES IN THE COUNTY OF DILLON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 AND ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT RATES AND FEES, AND FOR OTHER TAX PURPOSES AND COUNTY APPROPRIATION PURPOSES AND TO ESTABLISH THE TAX MILLAGE TO PROVIDE FOR THE BUDGET
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 26-04. He was seconded by Stevie Grice. Kenny Cook Jr., Stevie Grice, James Washington and Dennis Townsend were in favor. Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward and Brad Coward were opposed.
RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-05 
TO CREATE A COMMISSION PURSUANT TO THE CAPITAL PROJECT SALES    TAX ACT, SECTION 4-10-300, ET SEQ., CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1976, AS AMENDED; TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT, COMPOSITION, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUCH COMMISSION AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.
                                                                                                                                                  Resolution No. 26-05 was approved by Stevie Grice. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor except Councilman Robbie Coward who opposed.
PROCLAMATION	
FORGING STRONG FATHERS AND FAMILIES’ MONTH –  JUNE 2026
Councilman Dennis Townsend read the Proclamation. A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve June 2026 as Forging Strong Fathers and Families’ Month in Dillon County. He was seconded by brad Coward. All were in favor.
DR. LAWRENCE FORD – SOUTH CAROLINA CENTER FOR FATHERS AND FAMILIES                                                                                                                                            Representatives for Dr. Lawrence Ford from South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families spoke to council by saying that they have been recognized by the governor and they help men to gain skills and also partner with the Department of Social Services. They also have a local branch in the Dillon County area.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                    Girls With Knowledge Mentoring Group were given donations by the following: James Washington 50.00, Stevie Grice 25.00, Detrice Dawkins 70.00 - 2 Tickets and Brad Coward 70.00 - 2 Tickets-Personal, Robbie Coward 70.00-2 Tickets	were given as personal donations.
Faithful Few Apostolic Church were given donations by the following: James Washington 150.00, Detrice Dawkins 500.00, Kenny Cook Jr. 225.00 and Stevie Grice 25.00 and Robbie Coward 250.00 as a personal donation.
Boys To Men / Girls with Purpose were given donations by the following: James Washington 50.00, Robbie Coward	 500.00 and Stevie Grice 25.00.
The Pregnancy Center of Dillon were given donations by the following: Robbie Coward 500.00.       
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Council Recreation Request. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in Favor.
BOBBY PORTER – BOYS TO MEN AND GIRLS WITH KNOWLEDGE                            Bobby Porter, Boys to Men and Girls with Knowledge, spoke to county council seeking funds for his organization to help with the youth in the community. 
ERIN H. FANN, INTERIM PRESIDENT – NORTHEASTERN TECHNICAL COLLEGE Erin H. Fann, Interim President of Northeastern Technical College with to county council said that they are serving over two hundred students form Dillon County including some dual enrollments. They have been reconnecting with some of their previous partnerships. She thanked council for giving her the opportunity to speak. 
OWEN WALLACE – DISCUSS PROPERTY BESIDE MT. HOLLY CEMETERY              Owen Wallace, who is the caretaker for the Property beside Mt. Holly Cemetery. He said that he would like to get rid of the house that was built on the property and on top of some of the graves. Councilman Robbie Coward said that there was nothing that the county could do but suggested that he contact some of the family members.
PEE DEE LOCAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)                                    A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve the Pee Dee Local Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
ROAD NAME PETITION – UNNAMED ROAD CHANGE TO LEGACY LANE                A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve the Road Name Petition for an Unnamed Road change to Legacy Lane. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF BIDS FOR LANDSCAPING AND GRASS CUTTING FOR DILLON COUNTY PARKS                                                                                                                           A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve the Bids for Landscaping and Grass Cutting for Dillon County Parks. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor. The bids were assigned as follows: 
Group 1 - J & J Turf 	$5,400.00	Group 2 - Packs Landscaping	$11,400.00 Group 3 – Packs Landscaping - $9,360.00	 	Group 4 – J & J Turf	$6,000.00	
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                            There were no Committee Appointments.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to go into Executive Session. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Legal Briefing
B. Contractual Matter
A motion was made by Stevie Grice to come out of Executive Session. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
THERE WAS NO ACTION TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                  James Washington made motion to adjourn. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.


______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved
                                                                                                               
